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Polar Bear mother & cubs by Dave Semler 

 

Spitsbergen, lying a mere 600 miles from the North Pole, is the largest island of the Svalbard (meaning 

“Cold Coast”) Archipelago. Although draped in secluded darkness during the northern winter, this frigid 

land is dramatically transformed into a place of perpetual daylight during the summer. The sunshine 

then reveals an abundance of iconic Arctic mammals – Whales, Walruses, Seals, Arctic Fox, Reindeer 

and Polar Bears, surrounded by towering snow-capped mountains, forbidding glaciers and flower 

studded tundra; the scenery here is nothing short of breathtaking! Adding life to the vast skies are avian 

treats, such as the elegant Ivory Gull; while in the surrounding terrain, we will look for the lovely Snow 

Bunting. This epic high Arctic journey will visit northern Spitsbergen and includes visits to fjords and 

stunning glaciers. 
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THE TOUR AT A GLANCE… 

 

THE ITINERARY 

Day 1 Arrival in Longyearbyen, boarding ship and departure 

Day 2 Bourbonhamna 

Day 3 Krossfjorden 

Day 4 Liefdefjorden and Monacobreen 

Day 5 Phippsoya – northernmost point 

Days 6 & 7 Hinlopen Strait and Nordaustlandet 

Day 8 Fuglesangen  and Smeerenburg 

Day 9 Poole Pynten, Prins Karls Forland 

Day 10 Arrival at Longyearbyen and departure 

 

TOUR ROUTE MAP… 
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THE TOUR IN DETAIL… 

 

Day 1: Arrival in Longyearbyen, boarding ship and 

departure.  Our expedition begins at the richly historical 

former mining town of Longyearbyen, also the administrative 

capital of Spitsbergen. Svalbard Reindeer, a subspecies that is 

endemic to Spitsbergen, may be seen here. Time permitting, we 

will have the opportunity to take a leisurely walk around town, 

visiting both the parish church and Polar Museum. By early 

evening, we set sail on board our ice-strengthened expedition 

ship, offering us a degree of comfort in this hostile 

environment. 

 

Day 2: Bourbonhamna.  Beluga whales are frequently seen as 

they transit the narrow sound near Bourbonhamna. Adults are 

pure white and the younger calves a mottled grey colour. It is 

estimated that there are approximately five to ten thousand 

Belugas in the Svalbard population. The Beluga has no dorsal 

fin, a diagnostic feature of whale species that live in the high 

Arctic, such as the Narwhal and Bowhead. Since a dorsal fin 

could be damaged when the animal surfaces in areas with ice, 

it has been postulated that the lack of dorsal fins is an adaptation 

to living in waters that are frequently covered by ice. We will 

search for Belugas from the ship and when zodiac cruising. On 

our shore excursion, an old hunting cabin and other artefacts are points of interest during our scenic hike 

to Ingebrigstenbukta. However, it is the massive piles of Beluga Whale bones that are certain to catch 

our attention. The bones and all artefacts are protected by the Svalbard Government and cannot be 

removed. While wandering amongst these relics, we hope to glimpse some of the Reindeer that inhabit 

this area. 

 

Day 3: Krossfjorden.  Heading north along the Spitsbergen west coast, we enter vast fjords surrounded 

by towering peaks and enormous glaciers. 

Arriving at Krossfjorden, Zodiacs allow for an 

exhilarating cruise along the spectacularly 

sculpted ice wall of the famed 14th of July 

Glacier. Nearby, countless Black-legged 

Kittiwakes and Thick-billed Murre (Brünnich’s 

Guillemot) breed on the huge rock faces; while 

Atlantic Puffin is a further possibility. Arctic 

Fox patrol the bases of these cliffs, ever 

watchful for any hapless chick that may fall 

from its nest.  

 

As we pass through this spectacular scenery, we 

will carefully scan the waters for possible 

sightings of Humpback, Fin, Minke and Beluga 

Whales, as well as the rarer White-beaked 

Thick-billed Murre breeding colony by 

Adam Riley 

Arctic Fox by Adam Riley 



RBL Norway - Spitsbergen Encounter Itinerary  4 

 

 

 

Dolphin, Narwhal and Bowhead or Greenland Whale. The great Bowhead was previously thought to be 

extinct in these waters, but now that relentless whaling is over, small numbers are remarkably returning. 

Ringed Seals, the most numerous of Arctic mammals, are the favourite food of Polar Bears; and these, 

along with Bearded Seals, cruise the fjord. We should have some thrilling experiences of porpoising 

Ringed and Bearded Seals and, hopefully, sightings of the rarer Harp and Hooded Seals.  

 

Day 4: Liefdefjorden and Monacobreen.  No 

trip along the north coast of Spitsbergen would 

be complete without a visit to the imposing 

Monacobreen (Monaco Glacier), perhaps the 

most spectacular of all the glaciers in the 

Svalbard Archipelago. A wide glacier face at 

the head of the fjord makes for spectacular 

paddling and zodiac cruising; while the coastal 

plain near the mouth of Liefdefjorden offers 

superb hiking and is often a great place to spot 

Polar Bears. We also have good chances for 

Greenland, or Bowhead, Whales. These whales 

are the only whales known to live exclusively in 

the Arctic. Here we will also search for 

Common Eider, Pink-footed Goose and the rare 

King Eider; while this is also a feeding spot for 

thousands of Black-legged Kittiwake, Atlantic Puffin and Black Guillemot. 

 

Day 5: Phippsoya.  Reaching the northernmost point at Phippsøya, in the Seven Islands north of 

Nordaustlandet, we will settle on the pack ice, taking the time to absorb the spectacular scenery. Here we 

will be 81 degrees north, just 540 miles from the geographic North Pole. Soaring overhead might be 

Ross’ Gull, perhaps the most beautiful of Arctic gulls, together with the ghostly white Ivory Gull - two 

of the world’s most sought after larids.  

 

Now deep in the land of the great white hunter, 

we hope for one of many Polar Bear encounters. 

A true celebration of the Arctic, “land of the 

midnight sun” would be incomplete without a 

sighting of this immense bear! This formidable 

predator, the largest of land carnivores, is 

known to the Inuit as Nanuk and considered to 

be wise, potent and “almost a man”. Over 3,000 

Polar Bears still roam this magical archipelago! 

 

Day 6 & 7: Hinlopen Strait and 

Nordaustlandet.  From the ice edge, we head 

south into the strait separating Svalbard’s two 

main islands: Spitsbergen and Nordaustlandet. 

In Hinlopen Strait the bird cliffs at Alkefjellet 

are home to more than a hundred thousand 

breeding Thick-billed Murre (Brunnich’s Guillemots), as well as thousands of kittiwakes and Black 

Ivory Gull by James Wakelin 

Male King Eider by Alasdair Hunter 
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Guillemots – a spectacular site to behold and a challenging one for our zodiacs as the tidal currents roar 

through Hinlopen Strait.  

 

Murchison Fjord is a wonderful place to kayak or 

cruise as we navigate the waterways between the 

islands. Short hikes will take us on to high points 

with great views while we keep our eyes open for 

Arctic wildlife. 

 

Day 8: Fuglesangen and Smeerenburg.  As our 

zodiac approaches the shore of Fuglesangenoya, 

it will become apparent that there are thousands 

of birds nesting on this island. Home to a large 

Little Auk colony, the formation of this island 

allows for excellent viewing without impacting 

upon the perimeter of the colony. 

 

Just a few miles from Fuglesangen is the former 

whaling station of Smeerenburg, literally translated as Blubber Town. As we hike the shoreline here, 

where piles of Beluga bones serve as a poignant reminder of the once flourishing 19th-century whaling 

trade, we will learn about the importance of whaling in the discovery and exploration of the Svalbard 

archipelago. Belugas, fortunately, survived this onslaught and today there are good chances for 

encountering a pod of these small white whales. 

 

Day 9: Poole Pynten, Prins Karls Forland.  There is something about the sight and sound of a Walrus 

“haul out” – a place where Walruses rest and bask in the sun when out of the water – that spells Arctic 

in a way that not many other sites can do. We 

will visit this well-known haul out on Prince 

Charles Island, where we hope to see Walruses 

ashore. Approaching from downwind is usually 

sufficient to confirm their presence, as the odour 

of a haul out is without equal! In the late 

afternoon or early evening, we will then 

commence our return journey to Longyearbyen. 

 

Day 10: Longyearbyen.  With the “land of 

Arctic dreams” forever etched in our hearts and 

memories, we will disembark at Longyearbyen 

after breakfast this morning for the transfer to 

the airport and our onward flights home.  

 

Please note: this itinerary is a guideline only, 

and the program is dependent on weather, ice 

conditions and wildlife.  

 

 

 

Walrus by Adam Riley 

Reindeer by Adam Riley 
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FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS:  

The fee for the Spitsbergen Encounter voyage aboard the Akademik Sergey Vavilov, depending on 

availability, is as follows. 

 

 Triple Share:   US$ 5,695 per person sharing; 

 Twin Semi-Private:  US$ 7,195 per person sharing; 

 Twin private:   US$ 8,195 per person sharing; 

 Superior:                     US$ 9,395 per person sharing; 

 Shackleton Suite:  US$ 10,295 per person sharing; 

 One Ocean Suite:  US$ 11,395 per person sharing. 

 

Please note: these prices do NOT include an optional kayaking supplement of US$ 695. 

 

This includes: 

 All meals, coffee and tea throughout aboard the ship; 

 All lodgings, all miscellaneous service taxes and port charges throughout the programme; 

 Shore excursions and activities, by Zodiac, as stated in the itinerary; 

 Lectures by noted naturalists; and 

 All guiding services (including expedition staff and tour leaders). 

 

The tour fee does not include: 

 Any airfares; 

 Visa fees; 

 Arrival and departure taxes; 

 All meals ashore; 

 Any drinks; 

 Optional Kayaking fees; 

 Tips for ship staff and other special gratuities; and 

 Telephone calls, laundry and other items of a personal nature. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES:  

a) Due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, we quote our tours in 4 currencies. The tour price 

is however fixed only in the currency printed in bold, and the actual cost in the other currencies 

listed will be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final invoicing (usually 

4 months before the tour.) The same applies to approximate flight and single supplement rates, 

which are also quoted in the respective fixed currency. 

b) Please also note that a Rockjumper leader may not accompany the expedition unless a minimum 

of 10 participants are signed up through Rockjumper. In the case that a Rockjumper leader is not 

on board, the professional expedition staff will take care of all participants signed up through 

Rockjumper.  

c) Furthermore, these costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs and may have 

to be adjusted as a result.  

d) Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary and / or the designated Rockjumper 

leader/s at short or no notice due to unforeseen circumstances; please be aware that we will attempt 

to adhere as close to the original program as possible. 
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ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE DETAILS: 

This tour does not include any airfares. The tour will depart from Longyearbyen in the evening on day 

1. The tour will conclude in Longyearbyen after breakfast (mid-morning) on day 10. 

 The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival and 

departure information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has been 

officially confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in this regard, 

kindly contact the Rockjumper office. 

 

FLIGHTS: 

Svalbard Airport, Longyear (IATA: LYR), Norway is the main port of entry for international flights into 

Spitsbergen and is well serviced by Scandinavian Airlines. We have the capacity to advise you on the 

best route according to your preferences, but your local travel agent will best be able to book these flights 

for you. However, please DO NOT book your international flights until you have consulted the 

Rockjumper office for confirmation on the status of the tour. 

 

Rockjumper Birding Ltd 

Labourdonnais Village 

Mapou 

Mauritius 

Tel (USA & Canada) toll free: 1-888-990-5552 

Email: info@rockjumperbirding.com 

Alternative email: rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com 

Website: www.rockjumperbirding.com 
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mailto:rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com
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